MASFAA Federal Issues 11-12 January 17, 2012 Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

Marvin Smith, Purdue University
Marian Stowers, Kalamazoo College 
Stephanie Fiddler, Purdue University
Ean Freels, Southeastern Community College
Val Meyers, Michigan State University
Diane Fleming, Central Michigan University 
Peter Hurley, University of Michigan 
Kathleen Sahloff, University of Wisconsin-Eau Clair 
Margaret Rodriquez, University of Michigan 
Michelle Curtis, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Absent:

Ryan Gebler, Lawrence College
Will Shaffner, Missouri Higher Education Loan Authority 
Michelle Stipp, Devry University

Agenda Items:

· Marvin welcomed Marian Stowers from Kalamazoo College to the committee. 

· NASFAA Regional Fed Issues Calls: After November meeting Diane agreed to contact NASFAA regarding the possibility of facilitating the exchange of ideas and best practices with other regional federal issues committees.  Marvin reports group has met twice. Val Meyers sat in on first one in early December and Marvin attended one in late December. The meetings are beneficial. Marvin will share meeting notes with group. Another meeting scheduled for January. 

· MASFAA Aid Dollars Report/Template : Marvin working with Buddy Mayfield (MASFAA Research Committee chair) regarding development of MASFAA “fast facts” document. The committee wants to see a report of Midwest schools, students served, Pell volume, loan volume, loan debt figures and averages, campus-based aid figures, and some outcome figures like number of graduates. All these figures need to be broken down by sector. Marvin will discuss with Buddy about how to develop this report and hopes to have draft completed by our March meeting. 

· Negotiated Rulemaking Update: Margaret described her experience as a negotiator representing the financial aid community. The Dept of Ed presented 22 topics for discussion, the negotiators suggested 25 additional topics but the Dept of Ed agreed on only 3 additional topics that could be addressed through negotiation. Margaret says group will reconvene two more times in mid-February and late-March and she hopes to share draft information with select committee members for feedback. The list of negotiators can be found at http://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/reg/hearulemaking/2011/loans-negotiators.pdf

· NASFAA/CFPB Award Letter Review Effort: Michelle Stipp and Paula Luff are on NASFAA committee but could not be on call. Committee members completed NASFAA survey and we speculated NASFAA report will be presented to NASFAA Board in May.

· NASFAA Reauthorization Task Force & MASFAA Role: Noted that Tom Babel (Devry) and Laurie Wolf (Des Moines Area Community College) were chosen out of the MASFAA region to serve on task force. Briefly brainstormed that regulatory relief should still be a (standing) concern for task force attention.

· NASFAA Board Meeting Updates: Diane reports the following…

· Voted to approve the Reauthorization Task Force
· Approved changes to NASFAA Bylaws which would reduce the size of the Board of Directors
· Approved 2012 NASFAA Pre-conference proposal: the “How and Why of Financial Aid”

· Other Issues/Roundtable: 
· Brainstormed on MASFAA newsletter ideas. 
· Margaret agreed to write article to describe her experience with negotiated rulemaking.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Another suggestion for a future article after neg regs completed is an article regarding loan rehabilitation. 

· Next meeting scheduled for Monday, March 12 at 1pm ET
